
Community Life Covenant		

PBU is an academic community of Christian students, faculty, and staff.  As such, and in keeping with the mission 

and vision of the University, members of the PBU community are to exhibit biblical wisdom and Christian maturity regarding 

their personal conduct and behavior toward others.  They should be sensitive regarding the testimony of their personal lives in 

representing the Lord Jesus Christ, His Church, and the University.  Members of the University community should live according 

to 1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

Christian community involves covenantal responsibility and mutual obligation to one another as members of one body 

living together before a righteous and holy God.  Therefore, members of the University community are to be guided by biblical 

admonitions to demonstrate Christian love and concern for others, honesty, fairness, justice, kindness, forgiveness, mutual 

edification, self-control, deference, respect, and social responsibility toward one another and all people.

Because Christian community exists in social and cultural context, members must be careful to demonstrate civility and 

respect for those with whom they disagree, while exercising wisdom in evaluating the ideas and activities of others.  Christians 

living in harmony share a deep concern for the Body of Christ, defer to one another, reason together, and express genuine 

Christian love, as outlined in Romans chapter fourteen.

Additional specific standards of conduct for students, faculty, staff, administration, and trustees as well as other institutional and 
governmental policies can be found in the respective handbooks for each group.

Traditional Undergraduate Standards of Conduct

The following standards apply to University students while enrolled in the traditional undergraduate programs at PBU.  

These standards are established on the bases of state and federal laws, biblical teaching, and University policy and tradition.  The 

administration is responsible to, and reserves the right to, exercise judgment in interpreting and enforcing these standards and 

all matters related to them based upon the totality of the circumstances.

1.  	University students are subject to the responsibility of academic integrity which demands honesty and giving credit to the 

proper sources.

2.  	Hazing is classified as a crime by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; the University will not allow this type of activity.  

Hazing is defined as any type of initiation process which includes actions that may potentially cause bodily harm, physical 

exhaustion, personal embarrassment, loss of dignity, emotional trauma, or mental duress.

3.  	Harassment or discrimination against others on the basis of race, national origin, age, sex, or handicap is not tolerated.  

Intimidation and violence through words or action are prohibited.  This includes but is not limited to 			 

threats, verbal attacks, vandalism, stalking, acts of hatred, and physical attack.

4.  	Students are to be highly selective in their choices of entertainment and recreation, including television, videos, motion 

pictures, theater, dancing, sports, reading materials, music, video games, web postings, and file downloads. Biblical standards 

and discernment, especially in reference to worldly values, profanity, violence, immorality, sexuality, and nudity, should 

serve as guidelines in making personal decisions in these areas.  Pornographic materials, including electronic media, sexually 

explicit internet sites and e-mail are not to be viewed, possessed, distributed, or transmitted on or away from campus.

5.  	PBU affirms the biblical teachings that a sexual relationship is intended only within a heterosexual marriage of husband and 

wife.  Students are to abstain from any type of sexual activity or immoral relationship outside of the marriage of a man and 

a woman.

6.  	Tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs, including illegally obtained prescription drugs, and gambling are prohibited on the PBU 

campus.  All state and federal laws concerning these are to be strictly observed.  In addition, students will not possess, use, 

or distribute tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs, including illegally obtained prescription drugs and similar elements, or gamble,  

on or away from campus.  Attendance at clubs, bars, casinos, and similar places is prohibited.
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