Dear WWC friends,

What a difference a year makes.
Christmas of '07 we informed our family
and friends of the expected addition to
our family in June. We went through
many nervous times with a high risk
pregnancy, but things appeared to be
going well and looked as though we
would make it close to the due date. But
the beginning of May, Bethany went in
for a routine checkup and got sent to the
hospital for some monitoring where she
sat in the parking lot in her car refusing
to go in until | arrived. After a couple
hours of tests and monitoring, the nurse
said that there was just one test result to
wait for, but we should get ready to go
home. The doctor and baby changed
those plans and we were blessed with a
healthy son on May 7, whom we named
Samuel. Sam has taken over our lives
and is a joy. He has more than made up
for being 5 weeks early and has not
missed any meals.

We are both working full time jobs
and raising Sam full time, so sleep is

hard to come by. We enjoy spending

time with family and friends and will
probably be doing most of our travel-
ing to Michigan, so that Bethany's
family can spend time with Sam. |
miss all of you and the WWC days.
We hope the Lord is blessing all of
you the way He has blessed us.

Derek, Bethany, and Sam

Dear friends,

Hi there! It's hard to believe we
have already celebrated our sec-
ond Christmas with little Benny and
that some of you have been par-
ents for more years than I've been
married. Though there are times
when being a stay-at-home mom
can make life move rather slowly,
I'm always amazed, when | look
back, at how quickly the time has
gone. Parenting certainly presents
its challenges - not the least of
which is the changes it brings to a
marriage - but we are enjoying it
nonetheless. We love Benny and
hope to give him siblings someday
(nothing to report in that area,
though).

It's been quite a year. Our family
has been faced with some major
tests of faith that would take many
pages to explain here; however, |
will simply say that God has shown
me that He not only answers
prayer, but often gives us abun-
dantly more than we ask for. This
has been a comfort to me as |
have faced some personal chal-
lenges on a much smaller scale
than those our family has dealt
with. | am beginning to understand
what it means to rest in the Lord

(especially when I'm not getting
much rest in bed ... but | digress).
On a lighter note, Ben, Benny and |
will have gone to El Salvador (and
hopefully returned) by the time you
receive this letter. In fact, we're
leaving today, December 30th. |
am excited and a bit nervous, as
my Spanish is VERY limited and
we may get malaria or be kid-
napped. Fortunately, this is Ben's
birthplace, so he will be my transla-
tor and bodyguard. It should be a
fun time.

I hope you are all well and enjoyed
a wonderful Christmas and New
Year. | love reading about what
everybody's up to every year, as
well as checking up between-times
on you the newsletter's biggest
competitor, Facebook :) Take
care, and God bless!

In Christ,
Kirsten, Ben and Benny
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Here is a picture of Kirsten Echegoyen
and her family

Hello from Lebanon (not the small town
in PA),

Last year Christy and | were kicked
out of Syria and moved to Southern
Lebanon, where | am working on my
PhD in history at the Lebanese Uni-
versity while we are attempting to en-
courage a church planting movement
here. | tell you that, so if any of you
have connections with Homeland Se-
curity please let them know what we
are doing here so they stop harassing
us every time we come back to the
States. Anyhow...

Besides having to leave Damascus,
last year was quite encouraging for us
as we've seen a number of our Shia
friends come into the kingdom and then
go on to boldly share their faith. We
also are expecting a baby boy. Finally
and most importantly, we are on Face-
book and thanks to Mikey I think | am
friends with most of you all.

May God bless and give you all grace to
continue to radically seek him,

Bill

billyboybowers@swissmail.org



