went to look for a snowsuit for our little
one for our trip. Apparently most people
Wow, so we're actually going to get a pe don't take their sub-3-month kiddo out
graph into this thing this year! Wanting tiinto the Northern Wisconsin winters.
avoid regret can be a good motivator. '0{ Who knew?! Well, obviously not me.
was a busy and a good year for Lauren . We're excited about being parents and
. It is awesome to look back over a peritlooking forward to what 2009 has in

Dear Alumni,

of time and see the Lord's hand in our  store for the three of us. Happy New
lives, through difficult and through joyou: Year!

circumstances. To give the short story, t

year began with Lauren and | in Warmin

ster, PA enjoying our 3rd year of marriac

and is ending this evening with the two ¢

us joined now by our daughter Ruth Eliz

beth as we cellebrate New Year's with o

friend's the Hoffert's in Westboro, WI.

Ruth has been a joyous addition to our

family, one that seriously diminishes the

importance of all of the other happening:

of 2008. She was born on October 19, a

is growing like a weed! She's doing all tt

stuff she's supposed to and is a healthy Josh, Lauren & Ruth Vinson

smiley little girl. Lauren is still doing the
RN thing at Abington Hospital, and she
worked as long through her pregnancy & Hello All,

her midwife allowed. The after the spring

semester of school, | graduated from PE Ben and | are still living in Califor-
again. | managed to drag the two year r nia. We graduated from Talbot

ter's of christian counseling program intc school of Theology in May. Ben re-
three years. Maybe | should talk to myse ceived and Masters of Divinity and |
about that. The majority of this year has received a Master's in Spiritual For-
been an exploratory process for me tryir mation. We applied for various jobs
to decide on some direction for my care¢ and Ben applied for some PhD pro-
choices. That has made for an interestin grams with the hopes of moving last
year, sometimes working up to four part summer. But God made it obvious
time jobs at once. And if you're wonderir he wanted us to stay in CA. | am
where I've landed, well, let's just say tha continuing to work at the shelter

I'm glad there's a 2009. We've done a lo home for abused women and chil-
traveling this year, trying to get in all of dren. Ben is continuing to study at
the trips that will become more and mor¢ Talbot. He will graduate with a ThM
difficult with a little one. Even so, Ruth  (Master's of Theology) in May. Ben
hasn't slowed us down too much. We fle will continue to apply for PhD pro-
out to Montana to work with the Coates' grams as God continues to grow and
when Ruth was five weeks old, and now affirm his desire to be a profes-

two months we've taken her on her first sor. We are just uncertain of the
2000+ mile road trip. Oh, and just today Lord's timing. Ben is also applying
Larry and Laura Hoffert took Lauren and for some church jobs in hopes of
with Ruth on a beautiful winter snowshor moving this summer. We continue to
ing trek. It was a blast. | didn't realize th¢ wait on the Lord and seek his direc-
we might not be typical parents until we tion for our future.

In the mean time we have enjoyed
some spontaneous and surprise Vis-
its from WWC friends this year. Gar-
ret Shur has moved out here and
Sharon and Brad came down to visit
him and we were able to see them
around Thanksgiving time. Petie and
her husband were on a trip out here
and stopped in for a night last sum-
mer. It was great to see familiar
faces and catch up a bit with them.

We have enjoyed some trips to Se-
quoia and Kings Canyon national
park as some friends of ours work at
a Christian camp (Hume Lake) up
there. Itis a beautiful place and we
make an effort to visit as often as we
can for some hiking, trail riding in our
friends Suzuki Samari, and just tak-
ing in some beautiful scenery and
great friends!

We traveled to Michigan for Labor
Day weekend for my Grandmother's
90th birthday. It was a great time

as my whole family was in town for
the celebration. My brother had a 3rd
daughter this year, so we got to meet
our newest neice at that time as well.

We spent the holiday's in Lebonan,
PA this year, visiting Ben's fam-

ily. Ben's sister had a baby boy this
year, so we are Aunt and Uncle for
the first time on his side of the family



and we got to meet him for the first I

time! : <
| * *
It has been a good year filled with
many blessings from the Lord. We 4
look forward to what He has for us in * 13
the year ahead!
!
Ben and Jen Burkholder 3 *
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Hello friends!

| hope you all had a very Merry Christ-
mas! | miss you all and think of you guy:
often. For those of you on facebook, it's
been nice to reconnect in that way. | low
seeing your pictures and getting little tid-
bits of what is going on in your lives.

Well, for those of you who may not
know, | am hoping to head back again to
the mission field. | have been accepted
by SEND International as an appointee
and am in the process of raising sup-

port. This is quite a challenge and very are going well, but as my departure date
much out of my comfort zone, but this i: gets closer, | get more nervous! :)

what God wants for me, so | must pres:

forward and He will provide for me. He Anyways, | hope you all are doing great
has already provided a little over 50% ¢ and that you have seen God's blessings in
my support! My goal for the next couple your lives. | know He has blessed me

of months will be to connect with more beyond measure and | praise Him for His
churches. | enjoy visiting new churche: abundant goodness and grace. | say this
and meeting new people, but it's makin every year in my letter, but it's so

the appointments and phone calls that : true...I'm very thankful for all you

a bit intimidating! If God wills, | will be and the year we spent together at WWC. |
heading to the cold tundra of Siberia (a learned so much from your examples. |
city called Ulan Ude) and hope to leave know God used that year to prepare me
by August if | can get all my support by for future ministry.

then. I'm very excited to go and can't
wait to be there already! If any of you ¢
interested to get my updates, let me kn
and I'll be happy to send it to you.

Happy New Year!!
Love, Nettie

Lots of things have happened in my fa

ily this past year. Last February my old Hello to all my WWC friends!

est sister had a baby boy, Josiah, and |

a few days before Christmas my young | can't wait to read about how you are

sister also had a baby boy, Aiden. We all doing. | pray that the Lord has

all excited, although they both live far shown Himself to you in mighty ways

away from me in North Carolina. My this past year. | don't feel like | have

parents are planning to move down the much to update on but I'll fill you in on

soon, so the house that | have lived in what's been going on in my life any-

since | was 4 will no longer be my way. | am still substitute teaching. |

home. | wish | could be closer to them have finally started my master's pro-

but | know God is leading me overseas gram and should be finished with it by
the end of this summer. | am doing it
online, through Brenau University,
located in Gainesville, Georgia. | am
doing it in early childhood with the
hopes that one day | will be teaching
in a preschool or even have my own
preschool.

For the most part | enjoy subbing. It
is okay money and | can't complain
about the hours! It is very nice to be
able to leave at the end of the day
and be done with the job. | know that
this will change when | have my own

Right now I'm working full time in the
office of a small machine shop not far
from my home. It's a good job and classroom so | am enjoying this while
my boss is a great encouragement to it lasts. When | am not subbing, | am
me as | head to the mission field. | con busy at home helping my mom baby-
tinue to serve at my home church and ¢ sit my four year old niece and two
hang out a lot with my friends. Things year old nephew. My sister-in-law

now works full time so we have the



kids at our house everyday untilabout 2 8 / -
four. Life certainly is a lot more excit- A
ing with two little ones around! (I

know that some of you understand

exactly what I'm talking about now !
that you have kids of your own!).

Some of you may remember that illu-
sive timber frame house that | always
talked about that my parents wanted

to build. Well, we are still build-

ing. The house is now sealed on the
outside, electric and plumbing is

hooked up, some lights are in, parti-
tions are up, and we are currently put-
ting an oil sealant on all the

walls. The next steps will be to put in
the radiant heat and then the floor-
ing. After that, the kitchen will proba-
bly go in and hopefully that is the last
major thing that has to be done before
we can move in. Of course, there will
still be plenty of work to be done but
we should be able to move in some-
time by the end of this summer.

| guess that about sums everything # $%
up. | hope all of you are doing well &
and if things aren't going well, | trust #

that the Lord will be your constant #
Strength and Encouragement. He # O H#HH#
alone gives us peace and joy. As

always, if anyone is looking for a va- (

cation spot, come check out upstate #

NY. There is always a tent site or a ) *ox *
bed available! _— #

Love, amy cheney X
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Greetings fellow WW(Cers-- from Pitts-
field, ME.

| am living on the campus of a semi-
private school where | teach 9th grade
English. | never thought | would be
able to answer the question, "What will
you do with a Bible degree?" with any
kind of vocational response. As it has
turned out, however, | was informed,
when | began the job this fall, that the
only non-negotiable elements of the
course | teach arehe Odyssegnd the
Old andNew TestamentsSo that's
what I'm doing--teaching 9th graders
that the main character of the Bible is
God and that the Bible tells the story of
how God is seeking to rebuild relation-
ship with his creation through a series
of covenants. Most of my students
have little religious education at all (it
is a secular school), so mostly we talk
about the basic stories--creation, fall,
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Exodus...its
great. Weird, to teach it in a secular
setting, but good exercise for me to
watch for the Scripture to speak for
itself. Anyway, apologies to Mark
from whose B.I. class | ripped off most
of the ideas for mpId Testament

unit. This teaching position is one of
the big blessings for me this year. Itis
enjoyable work and James (husband)
and | live at the school (as dorm par-
ents) and have all our living expenses

taken care of--plus, | get to walk to
work!

While | like teaching tons, | don't
think it will be a life. What | hope will
be a life in the next few years is a small
farm. | used to always think that it was
only the people-related vocations that
were significant, but have become con-
vinced of late that all aspects of life fit
under Creation-Fall-Redemption and |
think that | might be cut out for the
work of local farming. It is at least
what fills my day dreams these days--
growing interesting vegetables, cooking
good food, making a place more beauti-
ful, taking care of wooly animals and
making yarn.

Coming back to the present, | guess
Maine will be home for awhile. My
husband James has worked for the past
3 years as a church planter/pastor

here. | thought we might move down
South after James's original three year
commitment to the church was up, but
apparently God has not changed the
direction of his calling. Sometimes |
miss Georgia and my family a lot; |
would probably move back there if it
wasn't for the church. But outside of
that lovely corner of the world, there's
no place I'd rather be than Maine. |
love it here every season except for
Spring and the Summer is just like para-
dise. I'm hoping to finally pick cross-
country skiing back up this win-

ter. Hopefully I'll have more stamina
than | did at WWC.

| can feel myself wanting to ramble, so
last paragraph--books currently read-
ing: 1)A Long Obedience In the Same
Direction, Eugene Peterson, subtitled,
Discipleship in an Instant Society. |
love this book so far. Here's a little bit
of it that | really like:

"The Christian life is not a quiet escape
to a garden where we can walk and talk
uninterruptedly with our Lord, not a
fantasy trip to a heavenly city....The
Christian life is going to God. In going
to God Christians travel the same
ground that everyone else walks on,
breathe the same air..shop in the same
stores, fear the same dangers, are sub-



ject to the same pressures, get the same 1
distresses, are buried in the same 1 *= C
ground. The difference is that each step

we walk, each breath we breathe, we

know we are preserved by God, we know

that we are accompanied by God, we

know that we are ruled by God..."

2) Also, rereadingHarry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows "And the last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.”

| think fondly of you all often and when |
reflect on God's work in my life, | see that
WWC was one of the big turning

points. This newsletter always reminds
me of that, and | always feel thankful for
you.

Sincerely,
Jane (Derreberry) Simpson

Dear WWC

A brief update: we are still in Denver,
CO where I'm working as the re-
search manager for Kairos Journal.
However, LL and | are planning on
heading for the UK in the fall for Dur-
ham, where I'll be studying (Lord will-
ing) under Francis Watson. | have,
however, made good use of the time
here in Denver: two elk, some great
fishing, a new Great Dane named
Evie, just to name a few blessings.

We'll be sure and keep talking WWC
up as much as possible, it was a very
formative and useful period in my life,
as | reintegrated back to American
society and culture. | was very grate-
ful that | had my acculturation happen
there, rather than in a more hostile
environment. Plus, the deer hunting
and small-mouth fishing was tremen-
dous!

Warm regards,

Nicholas Ellis




