
January 
Winter in Wisconsin….I’d venture to say 
that for the majority of WWCers, these 
words evoke wonderful memories of snow 
covered pine trees, beautiful red and or-
ange sunsets contrasted with the vast 
whiteness of a frozen Lake Owen, snow-
shoeing on the lake or through the woods, 

building snow caves in the plowed piles 
around campus, intense games of late night 
broomball and of course, cross country 
skiing.  But I do realize that for a minority 
of students, those last words evoke memo-
ries of pain, suffering and hatred (not too 
strong a word for some students).   
 
As usual spring semester starts out in the 
cold and snow of winter with Cross Coun-
try ski week.  Even for those who don’t 
like cross country skiing, there has to be 
some appreciation for the fact that 39 stu-
dents, the overwhelming majority who 
have never cross country 
skied, learn enough and 
train enough in just 5 weeks 
to ski almost 25 miles up 
and down the hills of the 
Birkie Trail.   Cara Jones 
once again took students to 
different terrains around the 
Cable/Hayward area, intro-
ducing them to the classic 
and skate techniques. The 
conditions were a little 
tough for the week.  We 
didn’t have lots of snow and the trails were 
hard and icy.  We ended the week in the 
land of the Yoopers at ABR in Ironwood, 

MI.  Even there where we normally ex-
perience great conditions, Eric the boss 
man closed the big hills due to the icy 
conditions.  But any disappointment 
over loss of adrenaline rushes was made 
up for in the consuming of comfort food 
at Romeo’s. 
 
Spring semester brought new courses in 
the curriculum.  No longer would I 
teach the big picture and the kingdom 
story in OT Narrative Books (used to 
be OT History 2 for you older alum).  
The new semester course is now Intro-
duction to Christian Theology.  I 
have to admit that I really miss teach-
ing OT Narrative Books but I still fit in 
the big picture and the kingdom story 
in this course.  One book that I’m us-
ing this year for this class is The Rea-
son For God by Timothy Keller.  I 
highly recommend it to you.  It’s a 
book that will impact your head and 
your heart.  For those struggling with 
doubts, it’s a book that can strengthen 
your faith.  For those who have left the 
faith, it’s a book that stands as a witness 
to the reasonability of faith. 
 
Two courses that didn’t change for the 
spring were Christianity and Culture 
and Spiritual Formation.  Christianity 
and Culture was taught again by Tom 
Fink and Jean Minto.  This year I asked 

Tom Correll, our resident an-
thropologist and wild old man, 
to teach the module that I nor-
mally do.  Many recent alum 
know Tom from his guest ap-
pearances in Culture and Spiri-
tual Formation courses.  Tom 
and his wife Joan were mis-
sionaries to the Inuits in the 
Arctic for many years.  Tom 
also taught at Bethel Seminary 
for many years and was Dean 
of the Spiritual Formation pro-

gram.  He still teaches in different for-
mats at Bethel and it’s a privilege to 
have him teaching at WWC. 

End of January brings the Camp Forest 
Springs retreat where the tradition of 
late night broomball rocks on.  Snow-
boarding, skiing, cross country skiing, 
ice skating, broomball, carpetball, hang-
ing out in the Main Street cafe’, trying 
to stay awake for the Sunday morning 
devotional time – good times, good 
memories. 

 
February 
We started February with the new 
course, The Old Testament which cov-
ers every book in the OT after the Pen-
tateuch.  The two bible courses in the 
spring semester put an emphasis on 
“breadth” and thus the intent is not 
merely to cover the content of the OT 
but to cover it in such a way as to under-
stand the big picture and the message of 
the OT, especially foundational to the 
message of the NT.  Chris Petty taught 
the Narrative books, Fred Putnam (an 
adjunct prof) taught Poetry and Wisdom 
and John Oliff taught the Prophets. 
 
In my early years at WWC, I used to 
look forward to February as something 
of a “quiet” month.  Even though we 
were still doing winter activities there 
was a certain kind of pace to what we 
did that didn’t seem as intense as our 
fall activities.  However, February has 
now become one of the fullest and in-
tense months at WWC.   
 
The Super Bowl kicks us off, especially 
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if it’s as exciting and intense as the ‘08 
game between the Patriots and Giants.  
There was a level of tension in the room 
as the New England fans had to deal with 
not only the New York fans but the anti-
Patriots fans.  The tension turned into 
bedlam when the Giants scored to go 
ahead in the final seconds of the game.  
Many of us were hollering and whooping 
it up, chest slamming each other and I 
even got kissed on the cheek by Jon 
Beltz!  I responded by throwing him over 

my shoulders and spinning him around.   
Besides the Super Bowl Party Seth and 
Suzanne hosted an open house for fun and 
games at their house the night before. 
 
The first week of February also brought 
the inauguration events and ceremony of 
Dr. Todd Williams , the new president of 
Philadelphia Biblical University.  Thanks 
to Chris Petty agreeing to come and teach 
the module I was scheduled to teach, I 
was able to fly to Philly to attend the in-
auguration.  I stayed in the dorms with 
my son Phil and got to see many WWC 
alumni.  As part of the inauguration ac-
tivities, I participated in an Academic 
Roundtable discussion led by Nancy 
Pearcey, the author of Total Truth and 
now a resident scholar at the University.  
It was an exciting time as Dr. Sherrill 
Babb passed on the leadership of PBU to 
Dr. Williams. 
 
Something all of us, staff and students 
alike, will always remember 
about this year is symbolized 
by a Lysol can.  Lots of sick-
ness went around this year.  
The flu ravaged the campus 
and only a few students and 
staff could claim bragging 
rights for avoiding the plague; 
one of them being Dana, who 
walked into the classroom at 
one point with Lysol cans in 
her arms and declared a war 
on germs.  She was a mom to 
be reckoned with.   

One reason I bring up this memory at this 
point is to tell you the almost unbelievable 
story of Chris Petty’s journey to and from 
WWC.  Chris arrived on Super Bowl Sun-
day and two students went to pick him up.  
Many of you know that there are a number 
of funny and incredible stories of getting 
lost at WWC whether biking, skiing or 
driving.  Well, Chris now is associated 
with two of the top “lost while driving” 
stories.  Many of you from recent years 
know that the first time Chris came to 
WWC, he was picked up by a student who 
left the airport and headed south instead of 
north.  This student realized his mistake 
when he saw the “Welcome to Iowa” sign.  
They turned around in Iowa and made their 
way back to Cable, arriving some 7-8 
hours later.   
 
Well, this year the students who went to 
pick him up took a few 
wrong turns on the way 
to Duluth and ended up 
taking almost 3 hours to 
get there.  They did call 
Chris and inform him 
about the delay, so 
Chris patiently waited 
at the airport for them.  
Once they arrived and 
Chris got in the car, he 
was so tired from 
preaching that morning, traveling all day 
and then waiting on the students that he 
immediately fell asleep.  He awoke about 
an hour and a half later, saw the clock and 
thought, “we must be near Cable.”  But the 
next thing he saw out the window was a 
sign saying, “Superior – 15 miles.”  The 
students took a wrong turn on the way 
home and circled back to Superior.  It took 
them about 3-4 hours to get to WWC from 
the time Chris got picked up.  Another 7-8 
hour experience for poor Chris.   
 
But insult was added to injury when Chris 
got the flu from “us” that week.  He was so 
sick that he had to delay his flight by a day 
and return home on Saturday.  I actually 
passed him in the Duluth airport as I was 
coming home from the inauguration, and 
he didn’t look so good.  I thanked him for 
his service to us and apologized for our 
returning the favor by giving him the flu.  
But I encouraged him to hang in there for a 
few more hours and he would be home.   
 
Little did either of us know that more pain 
and suffering was to come.  The flight 
from Duluth to Detroit was uneventful, but 

there was bad weather in Detroit.  
Some kind of situation occurred be-
tween the pilot of Chris’ plane and a 
maintenance worker who was sup-
posed to de-ice the plane.  In front of 
the passengers, the situation turned into 
an all out brawl and security had to be 
called in to restrain the two men.  Fi-
nally, the decision was made to de-ice 
the plane.  But, there was an open door 
on the plane and a stewardess was get-
ting some supplies when the de-icing 
guys blasted that section of the wing 
with chemical.  The spray hit the stew-
ardess and got into the plane.  The 
stewardess had to get medical attention 
and the fumes were so overwhelming 
that the passengers had to get off the 
plane.  A miserable and sick Chris had 
to wait in the airport while another 
plane was called into service.   

 
After a few hours of waiting, 
the passengers were told that 
there was a mechanical problem 
with their plane and due to the 
weather conditions, there would 
be no more flights out later that 
night.  So, Chris had to spend 
the night in a motel.  The next 
day, the flight to Atlanta went 
off just fine, but when Chris got 
to his car at the airport, he real-

ized that he left his car keys in the 
prof’s room at WWC.  And, to make 
matters worse, he couldn’t call his 
wife, Joy, since he told her to go with 
their kids to her mom’s house so that 
he wouldn’t give them the flu when he 
got home.  Her mom’s house was 
about a day away from Atlanta, so 
Chris had to rent a car just to get 
home…. all this while suffering from 
the flu.   
 
When Chris called Seth about his keys 
and told him the whole story, Seth 
said, “I hope you will still come back 
to teach.”  And Chris replied with a 
weary voice, “I think I need a little 
time before I make that decision.” 
 
WWC Birkie week brought the usual 
feelings that range from “bring it on” 
to “I’m dreading this.”  Excitement, 
anticipation, dread, fear, anger, frustra-
tion, then ecstasy, exultation, and re-
lief….you gotta love the WWC Birkie.  
While everybody is a winner in the 
WWC Birkie, the top skiers this year 
were:  Men’s Classic – Chris Autry 



from Utah, 5:00. Women’s Classic – Ali 
Stickler from PA, 5:22.  Men’s Skate – a 
tie between Dave Simon from New 
Hampshire and Bryce Wilkins from 
Maryland, 3:23.  Women’s Skate – Chris-
tina Curley from PA, 5:04.   
 
The next day we celebrated love with our 
annual 
Valen-
tine’s 
Banquet.   
For those 
without a 
significant 
other, de-
sirable food and sumptuous desserts 
helped make for a lovely night.  
 
And the action continued as alumni 
started trickling and then pouring in for 
Alumni Weekend.  It was a great time as 

usual with over 50 alum and friends at-
tending the weekend.  The worship time 
led by current students was a wonderful 
time of blessing.  I am grateful that WWC 
has been used by God to do a good work 
in all of our lives and that Alumni Week-
end is a celebration of God’s goodness to 
us.   
 
And then, the Broomball Brawl and 
Battle begins!  It’s amazing how some-
thing so simple as Broomball can be 
something so exciting, addicting, bonding 
and fun!  Of course, every now and then, 
it can get a little intense!  This year one of 
the current student teams were Tourney 
Champions.  The staff team, as usual, 
were a 
force 
to be 
reck-
oned 
with, 
but 
went 
down in the finals.  Saturday was a relax-
ing and fun day as students and alumni 

slept in, feasted on the famous WWC 
brunch, played in the afternoon, skied at 
Book Across The Bay and hung out to the 
wee hours in the canteen. 
The next week brought The American 
Birkiebeiner  festivities and race.  Students 
worked at Telemark and Lake Owen, many 
helped out at the race and some skied the 
race.  Snow and weather conditions were 
perfect this year.  Student, alumni and staff 
who skied this year included, Jon Beltz -
PA, Andrew Dittman-PA, Tim Hurd-PA, 
Ruth Morton-PA, Dan Rogers-VA, Dave 
Simon-NH, Brandon Stone-NJ, Bryce Wil-
kins-MD, Drew Wilkins (02-03), Tammy 
Johns and Mark.  Everybody had an awe-
some day….tired at the end, but a great 
challenge completed.  The last OT module 
was taught and Spring Break began. 
 
March 
The new course, The New Testament, 

started with professors Chip Hard, Kevin 
Cain and WWC alum Jeremy Mavis.   
 
Activities included a progressive dinner 
planned and put on by the students, a win-
ter activity day with the folks of Calvary 
Baptist in Seeley.  The event was at the 
home of one of the members of Calvary 
Baptist who is an avid and experienced 
outdoorsman who raises sled dogs.   Stu-
dents and staff chowed down at the Annual 
Wing Bowl, March Madness brought a 
daily check of tournament standings and 
bragging rights as to the winner of the 
WWC March Madness Bracket Contest.   I 
came so close to winning this year but Ka-
tie Sauder nudged me out in the final sec-
onds.   
 

Wolf Ridge 
ELC contin-
ues to be a 
fun time of 
orienteering 
in the snow 
(some getting 

really lost), rock climbing, ropes 
course, hiking and late night games. 
 
April    
The last month.  Spiritual Formation 
with Dallas Willard and a host of 
guests.  Besides me teaching, guest 
lectures included Tom Correll, Heath 
Davis, Seth Fisher, Steven and Susie 
Burns, Jeremy Mavis, Suzanne Fisher, 
Art Hancock and our fine panel of 
married couples.   
 
Activities included two Friday night 
showings of The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy, the WWC Talent Show with an 
80’s theme, Spirit Week, a Minnesota 
Twins baseball game and Guys/Girls 

days out.  The ladies did the Eau Claire 
shopping day and the guys went hiking 
on the Superior Hiking trail.   
 
The final week 
of the semester 
and a week of 
Work/Play/
Celebrate.  The 
winners of this 
year’s Lake 
Owen Shooting 
Tourney were 
Rachelle Van-
Druff-NC and 
Dan Nilsen-
Azores.  Second 
place went to Abigail Thompson-CO 
and Dave Simon-NH.   
 
The weekend of commencement al-
ways goes so quickly as we celebrate 
at Lakewoods with good food and a 
video presentation of the year and a 
great ceremony led by the students.  
There was a first at graduation this 
year….Dr. Sherrill Babb who attended 
and spoke at every graduation cere-
mony for my 20 years, was conspicu-
ous by his absence.  It was Dr. Babb’s 
vision that launched WWC and I for 
one missed his presence.  However, we 



were excited to have Dr. Todd Williams , 
the new president of PBU with us and we 

look forward 
to his leader-
ship in the 
coming 
years and to 
many 
graduation 
ceremonies 
with him. 
 
 

September 
Fall Semester brought new WWCers to 
the northwoods, 17 males and 15 females.  
Think of your memories from Orientation 
weekend….excited, nervous, first impres-
sions, “what did I get myself into?”, 
checking out a person of the opposite sex, 
a beautiful crystal clear lake, chatter in 
the dorms, homesick already, an incredi-
ble star-filled night sky, your dorm room, 
your roommates, figuring out the staff, 
wakeboarding, tubing, saying good-by to 
parents, full schedule of what’s to come, 
“I already love it here,” “do I fit in 
here?”….think of your memories and 
you’ll always find common ties with new 
WWCers.  There are some exceptions to 
memories for those of you from the early 
days – getting your laptop configured for 
a wireless connection to our server, tex-
ting while hanging out in the boat 
(Discouraged!!), cell phones being used 
anywhere around campus, instant messag-
ing the person in the room next to yours.  
Whatever. 
 
This fall Paul and Abigail Jones joined 
us on staff as Suzanne Fisher went to full 
time mommy and part time staff.  Paul is 
the Assistant in Admissions, administra-
tive stuff and 
student life.  
Paul and Abi 
are alumni 
from 01-02.  
They were 
just friends 
while at 
WWC but 
after leaving 
WWC, Paul 
went to Greenville College, Abi went to 
Moody, they reconnected at Moody, 
started dating, got married and both fin-
ished up at Moody.  Paul was an Assistant 
Pastor of small groups, worship and disci-

pleship at a church 
in Illinois.  When 
Mae was born in 
March 08, Abi be-
came a full time 
mom.  Abi is also 
helping out in the 
office on a part time 
basis. 
 
Kevin Oessenich introduces Student’s 
Life and Calling class with “the call” to 
engage in the life and work of a student in 
a biblical university.  Campus Orientation 
goes on as usual as students try to figure 
out work program, campus rules, meal 
times, where the bathrooms are, whether 
or not the director has been living too 
long in the northwoods.  At the end of the 
week students were baptized in the sanc-
tuary of nature as we kayaked the Brule 
on a beautiful day - many students going 
for immersion instead of sprinkling. 
 
Dave Mahan and Bob Barr kicked off 
Environmental Science class once again.  
This year brought a new face to the 
course.  Last year Barry Yoder officially 
retired and PBU hired a new Science pro-

fessor, Paula Gossard.  This year Dr. 
Yoder joined Sam Moore in teaching the 
second module and Mrs. Gossard taught 
the third module.   
 

In addition to all the field trips, Mrs. 
Gossard brought a new dimension to 
the course with her field trips to peo-
ple and places that work toward sus-
tainable practices - an organic farm, 
Northland College, a local artist who 
recycles “junk” and incorporates it 
into her work.  The students had to 
do a study of Lake Owen Camp and 
make recommendations for how we 
can all do a better job in our steward-
ship of this place.  We have put a 

number of those recommendations into 
practice.  One assignment was to plan and 
make a “Locavore” meal – purchasing the 
entire meal from local farms.  It was an 
interesting meal. 

 
The Boundary Waters trip went off very 
well.  Larry (99-00) and Laura Hoffert 
and Josh Heyworth (95-96) helped us in 
leading groups.  Josh brought his daughter 
Aleah along and she showed herself to be 
a future BMW.   

It was a little chilly when we went to the 
Devil’s Kettle but that didn’t stop many 
students from jumping in the river any-
way.  The Kadunce River hike was awe-
some as usual and cold!  A few students 
jumped in Lake Superior at the end.  We 
enjoyed hanging out at Mink Lake, play-
ing games, having Family Time together.   
 
The weather was pretty nice when we 
canoed in on Wednesday but the rain 
came early Thursday morning and kept 
coming and coming and the winds started 
blowing.  All I could think about was last 
year’s cold, rain, snow, sleet, hail.  “Here 
we go again??”  Those of us who were 
coming in the long way hung out under 
tarps by the fire or took naps in the tent 

and made 
the best of 
it.  But by 
mid-
afternoon, 
the rains 
stopped and 
the sky 
began to 
clear.  Two 
groups 
made their 

way into Rose 
Lake, my group 
stayed put, ate 
food and played 
Farkle.  The next 
day it was sunny, 
warm and glori-
ous.  Groups got 
up the Canadian 



bluffs, the American bluffs, some cliff 
jumped, some students fished, all had a 
great time. 
 
September activities included the first 
bike trip at the Namekagon Trails on a 
beautiful warm day where everything went 
pretty smoothly, another beautiful fall hike 
up St. Peter’s Dome, experiencing Cable 
culture at Fall Fest, getting to the different 

local churches, getting to know Wal-Mart, 
Sublime Subs and the Cable Laundromat 
and going to Hayward High football 
games. 
 
During September and October, Lake 
Owen Camp had two major 
projects going on.  First, the 
skate gyms were totally made 
over into a new skate park.  If 
you want to see the park, go 
to lakeowencamp.com and 
check it out.  Second, while 
this project is less exciting, it 
is crucial to everything com-
ing out O.K. in the end.  The 
old septic system failed and 
so a new one had to be installed.  This was 
a major project that involved the cutting of 
trees on the side of the hill going down to 
the lake and the digging of huge holes for 
massive septic tanks.  The whole area be-
hind the lodge was one major sand pit at 
different times.  One time we were having 
campus time but it was hard to stay fo-
cused due to the huge 
excavator on top of a 
sand pile teetering back 
and forth like it was 
going to come through 
the windows at any 
moment.  While there 
are less trees on the way 
down to the lake now, 
the end result is a very 
beautiful view of Lake 
Owen from the back of 
the lodge. 

October 
October courses taught were The Penta-
teuch with Chris Petty, Edgar Hardisty 

and Tom Allen, and Stu-
dents Life and Calling 
with Chris Palladino, 
Seth Fisher and me.  
Chris is a newer prof at 
PBU teaching in the Edu-
cation department.  Chris 
brought his wife and chil-

dren with him and they enjoyed their time 
with the students and Cable culture.  
Chris is an ultra marathoner and he ran a 
number of the mountain bike trails 
with students.  One afternoon, Chris, 
current student and cross country 
runner Ellen Squire, and I went to the 
Rock Lake bike trail and they ran the 
whole thing while I rode my bike. 
 
A word about Students Life and 
Calling class….we wanted to do a 
course that gave students something 
of an introduction to a education that 
is distinctly Christian and biblical.  
The book we use for this course 
pretty much sums up what are goals 

for this course are:  
Engaging God’s 
World, A Christian 
Vision for Faith, 
Learning and Living.  
The author lays out 
the biblical worldview 
of Creation/Fall/
Redemption and con-
nects this worldview to 
our vocations and spe-

cifically to the voca-
tion of being a stu-
dent.  Good stuff. 
 
October activities 
continued with the  
second bike trip on 
the Ojibwa trail 

where 
many got 
lost but 
amazingly 
everybody 
found 
their way 
to the 
food sta-
tion and 
then back 
to Tele-

mark.  It was a fun day of riding in the 
woods, enjoying fall colors and each 
other’s company.   
 
Many students went to Apple Fest in 
Bayfield, the Marincel’s of Mason 
hosted a hayride on a Friday night com-
plete with a gorilla attack and  chainsaw 
scare.  But the gorilla got his own scare 
when students chased after him.  Alyssa 
organized another Apple Extravaganza 
where students all kinds of good things 
from Bayfield apples and we ended the 
day with a game night.   
 

Students flipped, 
tumbled, bounced 
and crashed in 
Cara’s PE class.   

 
 
 
 

 
The Honey Rock Camp 
trip had some new ele-
ments to it this year.  
Honey Rock redid their 
duo ropes course by 
putting in a central 
tower and multiple ways 
up the tower (not just 
the giant’s ladder).  
From the tower, there 
are “spokes” (zip line, 
cable crossing, etc.) 
going to different ele-
ments around the tower 
and you can pick and 
choose a number of dif-



ferent elements to do with a partner.   
Todd 
Wood 
kept us 
all  
belly 
laugh-
ing with 
his 
Gumby 
like 
gymnas-
tics on 
the cables.   

Also, Honey Rock put in a new low 
ropes course which was pretty challeng-
ing and had to be done by the group as a 
whole.  And of course, we still do the 
different obstacles, initiatives and chal-
lenges like the bog beam.   
 
The month ended with the annual Hal-
loween party where creativity 
abounded, tasty treats were served and 
fun times were had. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 
November’s courses included 
The Gospels with Herb Hirt, 
Heath Davis and Doug Allen; 
and PE class with Cara Jones 
and Jim January (local physi-
cal therapist who tells us to 
breathe more).   
 
The hike in the Porkies of 
the UP this year was a warm 
weather one and quite a few 
students jumped in Lake Supe-
rior at the end of the hike.  The 
water wasn’t as warm as the 
day and several students lost 
body parts (just kidding).  
 
Students camped out 
on different nights, 
we held a volleyball 
tourney, did a movie 
night, had our an-
nual Thanksgiving 
supper and enjoyed 
a great night at the 
WWC coffee house 

where the theme was 
“A Night in the 
City”.   
 
A family from the Cable CMA church 
(renamed Living Hope Community 
Church this fall) invited all the students 
over for Thanksgiving day and everybody 
had a good time eating, playing games, 
singing, hanging out. 
 

December 
Due to a late Thanksgiving this year, 
we only had one week of classes after 
break.  We finished our last module 
in Student’s Life and Calling, stu-
dents worked hard to craft some of 
the longest Habakkuk papers ever, 
we enjoyed our Lakewoods Christ-
mas Banquet on 
Tuesday night and 
served up a late 
night breakfast for 

students on Thurs-
day night before 
everybody headed 
home for Christmas 
break. 

 

   
 






